Sermon Fourteen

dnd to the angel of the church at Thyatina write: These are the
words of the Son of God, whe has eyes like a flame of fire, and
whase feet are like fine brass. 1 know your works, your faith, and
| "; , and ministry, and patience; and your last works are more than
jmﬂ ones. But 1 have this agamst you, that you permit the
Jezabel, who calls herself o prophet, to teach and lead my
nis astray fo fornicate and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 1

_ ]ur time to repent, but she 15 not witling to repent of her
ication. And behold, I will cast her on a bed, and those who
aﬁdmy with her will be tn very great distress unless they
ent of their deeds. And 1 shall put her children to death, and
iﬂl churches will know that [ am the one whe searches lotns
and hearts, and 1 shall give to cach of you as your works deserve.
But to the rest of you ar Thyating I say: Those who do not hold
this _hd,ilﬁg who have not kemown what some call the *decp things
'I" n'y I will not lay any other burden wpon you. Omly hold
it 10 what you have until { come. And to the one who congucrs
nd keeps my works wntil the end, | will give authority over the
g, and he will rule them with an i rod, and they will be
i like a potter’s jar, even as | have receved from my Father,
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and I will give him the morning star. Let anyone who has an car QS yosr works  He commends their way of life, which 1s self- -

e 2129 hear what the Spirit says to the churches mrolled, upright, and godly,’ because futh 15 working through
lin them. Therefore he adds, your faith and jove. Works without -
-ﬂfnth without works,” are unacceptable to God, nor is he +

NI TO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH at Thyating " =

= either farth or works apart from love. Work s the effect,
loved, thus brotherhood of yours ought to keep n g ed by p

AB{' T e ¢! ! ' root, and love the life and the strength of both.

that we u:d that Thyatira 18 interpreted ‘enlightened .L
‘living sacrifice’’ We should notice that from the many & - The words that follow, and ministry,! some experts’ ke to

=t ' bight of the Aposties words, ‘concerming th
blessed Joh forctold of cach, he told different & 3 almsgiving, 1n he Apo concerming the
s JENS BAPTAY SN o mstry being accomphshed for the saints’.? As included among !

jese works, however, munistry seems to pertain more properly to

Ry 28

to different angels, but 1o each one of them he toid wht_ .

: [ | of Thyatira he makes special ments ;
appropriate. Thus to the angel of Thyatira he makes spec _ IR i whiich e who suinisters well e

of the eyes and feet, comparing them to a flame of fire and, as be i
= o # ' maing.© Deservedly does he recall that he knows and confirms +
118 rass.t Fror e | nhightenment, and we g - F and condirms
e to fine b From those eyes we have enhghtenmen 2 g muinistry after works, and tuth, and especially after love, the

also Liken those feet to a hving sacrifice 3
en those feet to a hving sacrilic sstof all. Examples of works are required for the dull and hard-

No one can doubt that he 1 writing of 'the one like the Sonl i '
wetts  Man' who appeared in the midst of the lampstandst when he s dted, so that whatever the Lord's numister teaches his disciples is

to this angel: These are the wonds of the Son of God, who has eyes ik opportus he will show by his deeds 1s not to be done.t He not mn>i 13
ez flame of five, and whose feet are like fine brass. T The Son of God notos needs futh to believe ""'“_h_m‘ heart unto justficanon,’ but an e 1010

condescended to appear as Son of Man for people’s _"j__ i of faith, a fuliness of faith, that he may be ready to gve

genuinely to become so, that he may give to those who re ant of his work? to the One who 1 all-demanding. He thnz v
gat1z  him power to share his sonship.t He did not refuse a humhlf.' faithfulness, as it says, "Now 1t 1 required of stewards that

and to live among humans as a human when he deigned mba A found faithful'.t Especially 1s no ordmary love needed by 1 cosz

on earth, so that those who are only human may fear to be ¢ svout (o un#mkc the numstry of pastoral care, in accord with

above hum by their own presumption and arrogance. For l:h.r: am ﬂ“""r‘i said to Peter, ‘Do you love me more than these? Feed

I
reason the Lord of majesty shows the likeness of truth itself, an x ta 21 15, {7
truth of that likeness, to his faithful people, to whom, and w “"'-'«""“E this our, e needed i many different car-

and how he wishes. To edify them, and through them a - That a person’s learning is known by lus patiencet 1s
of others, as in the present case, he tells them he is the Son o en from those who have tried it. How arduous and dfficult

and orders it believed and written. 15 to serve a vaniety of temperaments't What soothes one

And what then, my brothers? Will we ignore what the ol greases the irritation of another. Certainly if everyone who wants
e 118 begotten Son of God, who is close to the Father’s heart,? té __ ¢ a godly life? will have to endure persecution, how much -
Will we ignore what the Spirit, who knows what is Gody, W et will those whose duty it 1s to teach many others to live in a
12101t searches even the depths of God, T says to the churches? As Serig I".' by way sometimes urge and even compel some. In truth, Paul,
testafies, the Son of God 1s also the Lamb of God, having seven e £ Lord showed you, as he had promused Ananias, how much you
R 56 which are the seven spints of God 1

do-Alcuin, _f;mrllfdlmmm in  Apaalppin libwi guingue 21, PL
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had to suffer for the sake of his name! while you were becom
patient in all things to all people T As you said, "Who 1 wu.i,
am not weak? Who 15 made to stumble, and [ am not indignasts

Moreover, the one to whom what follows applies is i
fortunate: and powr last works are more than your former ones.T Nowad
not all of those holding a prelate’s office—1 wish there were mos
move beyond their former good works, especially when the sca
current now are tolerated.

But [ have this against you t O most kind God, why do voust
in the adversary posiion® Why have something against one
works please you, whose faith you approve, whose love you acd
Do you approve his nunstry, yet stll have something against i
By patence he 1s in possesston of his soul.? and do you stll ks
complaint against him#? Is he judged not to be gong torward |
he later be found wanting?® Are you saying that his last tworks
than has former ones,! and vet not keeping silent, not holding ba
that you have something agamnst hum?

A life where there 15 no freedom from care, where no mat
how hard a person works to avord faults of his own he still has tof

the faults of others,t is a wretched hfe! And yet we love this:

life, a Delilah to our Samson. Do we want to escape this nuses
life? Do we weep as life comes to a close, poor in all that is gol
but rich in hurts, in dangers, even in crimes? |

Listen to the statement against this priest of Thyatira made
the one to whose eyes as o a flanie of firet all things are naked3

open.t You permii the woman Jezabel, who calls herself a prop

teach and lead my servants astrayt 1 doubt that the false prophetd

named Jezabel; rather she deserved the name of Tsrael’s worst

for inutating her evil ways. The first Jezabel punished the Los

prophets by physical death, but this one was doing all in her pe

lead hus servants asteay by pernicious examples and FCasoRINgS. F
the name Jezabel means ‘pouring blood and dung’.” this prophe
called that because of her abounding iniquity and umpurity.

He s said to permit her presence doubtless because he co

have prohibited 1t. Beloved, who can understand offenses |

Sjerome. Liber interpretasionys hebrasconem nomimim 80 20, CCh T2:0600
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eyes are like a flame of fire? We are not to believe
 this priest, whose works, and faith, and love are commended,
i have approved such depravity. We are not to believe that he

tated to give correcnion, for his mintsiry 1s applauded. But perhaps

e, rightly praised in the case of other affictions, led hum
this one less strongly, and, fearing excessive severity, he

into the fault of too great lemence. Thus Eli,* once the Lords
B, perished when he spared his own anful sons. Although he
mked them verbally, he never punished them by depriving them
.T. F priestly earnings, barring them from the altar, or removing
n from office.

o

have thought that this woman was the priest’s wafe * If

be rebuke would have been stronger and the language clearer

w could such a man have knowingly kept an adulteress, much
sphemer and herenic? Would she not have been warned once

15212 40N
B 23

and then been avoided by all the futhful®t Wisely does «

hibit women from speaking in the churches when he says,

m ask their own husbands at home'.? ‘At home', not in »

‘let them ask’, not presume to teach; ask ‘their husbands’,
: ; ‘therr own’, not any hushand ac all.
what of you, O tllustrious region of Gaul® Why have vou of
med and despised your ancient privileged reputation: ‘Gaul

had no monsters'”’ The principal see of the Gauls, Lyons,

new apostles, and has not blushed o bring women nto
. These vixens* went forth to ravage the Lord’s vineyard.
ptible and worthless, they usurped the preacher’s office.
¢ altogether or almost without education, or rather without
m accord with the text, ‘Natural beings, not having
t'.t They go around cities and villages pretending poverty
ang for opportuninies to preach, impudently eating others’

ad without working with their own hands. They sharpen their

.:..I._ I:.ﬁﬂﬁ-‘ph Tebsasersis libwi septem 1.8, PL 1967264
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s tonguest with exquisitely composed words, they are novel parmé :_.-: believe that some of our brothers can sull be found alive today
i unaware of what they are saying and declaring. The helleba : ened with me to our blessed father and teacher” prawe the
use to color, or rather discolor, their words, i insult and radls pbtlity of silence, one of her greatest gifts, in Mary, mother of
aggainst the clergy. ; God and greatest of all women. In all the holy gospels we find her
The founder, Wandesius (from his birthplace), abjured 'ﬂt ¢ a mere seven tumes. Many times did she ponder in her heart,t iz
at the Counal of Lyons m the presence of our venerable ke eldom did she speak. Certamly more than these few words
and father, Henry, bishop of Aubagne, then serving as have been written had she said more, especially because her
the Apostolic See, and Wiscardus of holy memory, archbishop of . it recollection could have brought only the most salutary and
that church. T myself was present, along with a great multt mportant words from such a fullness of the Spirit. We read that she
of honorable people, mostly priests. For obvious reasons he was twice to the angel, twice to Ehizabeth, twice to her son, and
convicted of sacrilegions presumption, but he returned to his voms e to the servants at the wedding.
and did not stop recruiting and sending out disciples. Among them !'u'plm:d and wondering at Gabriels extraordinary and fit-
are even wretched women burdened with sins, who make their way m she did not immediately speak. She thought, she
twis  into others' houscholds,? busybodies and gossips,* shameless, bold , she waited unnl the angel, proceeding with the mis-
IS and impudent. lle hﬂd begun, added more important things to what he had
Almost five years ago two of them, wath a troop of wu:hd ot sud. At length, answering lum with a reverent question, she
evs, attacked the venerable bishop of Arvemica on his travels v - 'Hl:lw can this be*t She was asserung that what he was i w
the vituperanion they could muster—as he afterwards told m g reganding conception and childbirth could not happen
mnsulting him because he had once discovered them pmclnq ht as it happens to other women. When she had attentively
his diocese and forced them to renounce this sect by threats an d, faithfully believed, and accepted wath fitung desire how it
arguments. And so, blasphenung hun shamelessly, they shonml ould be, she answered without any further hesitation, ‘Behold
hum, and publicly declared, ‘Each day after we preached we fea ted the handmaid of the Lord. Be it done to me according to your
elegantly; almost every mght we chose new lovers for ourselves. W pord", T according, that is, to the way you have told me, and [ have i 1
were responsible to no one, and went through life without e bund pleasing,
without work, without danger. Now, as servant girls we are in * Then, ascending into the hll country, she greeted Elizabeth.
danger of death, and are miserable, sutfering all kinds of hard At her voice, John, enclosed in the womb, rejoiced with a novel
What remains to be said, my brothers? Who has raised up ths ov! And although she could have been carried away with the 114 4
younyg Jezabel after a thousand years, o run through the streets and it news, she burst out in a song of thanksgiving and prase,t 424 jon
)3 the squarest as a preacher-whore? Although this sect has now beea ing the Lord,t and rendering thanks to him as the source | ..
excommunmicated by bishops, by archbishops, and by the Romaa
church, for this reason it is the more warmly welcomed and atten-

n Then she sought her son in Jerusaalem. He was twelve years old
tively heard by p:upl: who find stolen waters sweeter and hidden’ ‘i his humamity, for according to his divinity his years neither pass

e bread more tasty.t For the female sex rather than the male tob ‘por pass away.? In tesimony to his real incarnation she used appro- w2 x
convicted of talkativeness and poor chowce of words s chﬁp _ priate maternal authority and said, ‘Chuld, why have you treated
comimon. No wonder that, if on account of its first destructive
suggestions the snake was altogether deprived of speech, the v 8 *Bernard of Clairvaux, Sermiones de diversis 5234, PL 183 675CD. Dominice
was In some measure restraned it Asomptionss 10; SBOp 5:270
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2 mystery of the Lord's incarnanon. The virgin mother’s
to her was to exult in God her Jesus,? whose name had u,m.“
tady been spoken by the angel.! In the fullness of the spirit of &
jom, she burst forth i a song to his glory, magnifying him of
m she had heard that “he will be great’,! who s truly one mi11s
| the Father and the Holy Spint, God, over all and blessed
wer. Amen.

us bike this? Behold, your father and | have been secking you
sorrow’.! And although he spoke of a far different Father," forhs
two-fold nature, the Lord showed humself obedient? to his serva
the Creator to hus creatures. _
As the mother of mercy at a wedding in Galilee, she pit
the couple’s embarrassment and simply suggested to her son, ‘Tl
have no wine'.t She was content to mention the need for kind
to the One who understands the needy and the poort Thel
words of the Virgn wn the gospels were addressed to the serva
the wedding. She advised them to keep and to do whatever!
Lord mught tell them.t if he should say something. Excuses
from further explananon, [she said,] because he of whom iy
written, ‘The voice of the Lord 1s over the waters, the God
majesty thunders’,! meets every need. ‘Listen to him!"t That we
had its effect among those servants. When they drew water at|
Saviour’s command, those who were complaiming of the lack
wine filled water jars in place of wine jars, preparing baths in ph
of drinks. Yet they had not yet tested the power of the one g
the command, for this was the first of his signs.1 f
Perhaps 1t 15 not inappropriate to draw a parallel betv -—= _
seven words of the most holy Virgin and the equal number of gi
of the Holy Spirit.T The spinit of the fear of the Lord '_-'-
parallel what she said to the servants: *“Whatever he says to you, k :
and do’. As Wisdom reaches, 'One who fears the Lord neglé
nothing’ T That she mterceded mercifully for what the @
needed corresponds to the spirit of godliness, That she asked
an appropriately motherly voice, ‘Son, why have you ©
like this?' and so forth, can perhaps be aunbuted to the s
of knowledge, which deals rather with human than with dw
matters. In the spirit of might and magnammuty she indicated
Gabriel, who was promiung an mviolable conception, her resol
to preserve her virginity: ‘How can ths be, since | know not ma
She answered him deliberately, then, in the spirit of counsel: *Beha
the handmad of the Lord'. Her word of gr:mu.gwuﬁﬂnd _f_
the spinit of understanding, for on hearing it the unborn fa
recogmzed the Lord's presence, and his mother the joy @ L
exultant son. |[Ehizabeth] understood both Gabriels announ

k2N
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HE PRIEST OF THE CHURCH AT THvATIRA deserved his
rebuke because he permurted a woman with no rnighe to

I teach in public to instruct the servants of God and even

d them astray. We see how she led them astray alluded to in
ﬁ'u-l.'ﬂi o prﬂﬂlil‘lﬂ'l.* it to et food sacrificed to idols.t This s whar
dﬂr.lr:n of Israel did in the desert, and, what 1 sadder and

e alarming, Solomon fell mro 1dol worship in his own kingdom
mough women's charmsT This Jezabel too was leading God's
ts astray to sin in lower and higher ways: by formcation against

it bodies, and by idolatry against their Creator. How detestable
each part of the flthy maxture, the spiritual as well as the carnal
cation; how every creature endowed with reason should curse

tm when they are found in the fachful! Rightly are like causes
d for each. Perhaps it would be more tolerable for husnans—
they did not both lead to such human wretchednes—ifor

also called wcubi, to umte with them n lust, than for

15 t0 have no fear of commumicating with demons in idolatry.
made demons nesther male nor female, but, despite their

pmal condition, they love involvement 1n base physical pleasures,
mdare s21d to be dishonored by unnatural deure for intercourse with
Both sexes. We do not know whether their pleasure comes solely

149
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from the rum of the people who consent to them, or whether i

can themsclves expenience carnal pleasure
We know a priest. for many years dean over other pricsts,

good reputation 1s attested by neighbors and officials. When @

Duke of Burgundy's sister was engaged to Roger the Magnifie

Kang of Stcily, this priest was ving for 3 nme n Sialy, and disce

there with perfect certainty what he sull tells today.
A voung man, a strong and skillful swammer, was l'utl'lm;
sea with some compamons of his own age about dusk of an

when the moon was shining brightly. He heard some comm
near hum, and supposed one of his friends was poing to dunk

as swimmers do i sport. Strong and quick, he fell on him

caught hold of a3 woman’s hair! Holding what he believed ¥
wontan, he plunged into the waves and drew her after hum o
shore. He spoke to her and asked her certamn things, but could

get a single word from her. He covered her wath his cloak and tog

her home, and his mother gave her suitable clothes to wear.

She st slently among them, but otherwise was grateful &8
obliging enough. After a while she responded to signs and nods'®

never indicated her nationality, homeland, or the reason wﬂ’

had come. She was among them canng and drinking,’ appareath

comfortable n all things, just as if she were visiing neighbes

relatives, and friends. ¥ When asked it she believed in God :
Christian, she nodded in the atfirmatve. Asked whether she

to marry the young man, who had fallen deeply in love with he

she gratetully bowed her head and gave ham her hand.

And what then? After a few days the mother gave in to her '_
desire, and his friends agreed The priest was summoned, and @

betrothal was contracted. wathout a dowry, at the groom’s

the bride’s alent assent. Then the party went to the [:hun:h.__"

the wedding was celebrated in the usual manner. Love grew d

and the newlyweds seemed more and more happy with each othé

I'he woman conceved, and at length she bore a son. She

affecuionate with hum that she never allowed the baby away i
her lap or her bosom. She nursed ham, washed and diapered 3
dressed him. As the days passed and the boy grew, her love for b

seemed to grow too.

i
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hile it happened that the young man on his way to work

‘_ fnend began to converse with hum as he wsually did. The
‘ d told hum that such a marnage was wrong, and that he was
with a phantasm and not a woman. Although the bishop,

ithey had presented themselves before him and he had inquired
sully as he could into the details, had pmdmt.l-g,r agreed that
$ 00t an unfortunate marriage, the voung man's heart began

¢ more than usually moved at his friend’s words, and to grow
s over his marriage. Finally they agreed that he would return
me to the privacy of their bedroom, and with words, eyves and

n at sword’s point—demand that the woman with the

: :mfm on the spot who she was. If she hesitated he would
tend that he was going to kill the boy, for he was sure she loved

ild with all her heart.

‘returned home, and carried out wathout delay what he
toided, what his friend had suggested. She trembled 1o see
oed hanging over her son'’s head, and immediately burst out:

you, wretched man' You are losing a good wife since you

pe to speak. | could be with you, and it could go well for you

- g as you let me keep the silence empoined on me. Now [ am
iKing to you, as you demand, but after [ have spoken vou wall
jever see me agan’. With this the woman vanished. The boy she

and lived hke the rese of them. He began to bathe often

e sea where once his mother had been found, until one day

jy woman seized the boy as he was swamming in the same
a5 many present witnessed. From that ome on nesther was

en again.
1 wash thus Jezabel were less harmful and would remain silent,

id hkewise disappear while speaking her posonous words.
on seems to have appeared in a woman'’s form with the
d not to speak in order to show the baleful ralkatveness of
lumm imposuble that fantases of this kind could produce
g. Hence the dead body of this boy was not washed up

sea nor buried in the carth as would happen 1n accord with
o and nature if he had been a true human being. Although the

we heard this story told some time ago would seem to be

pinst it, many agree to 1ts truth
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In the dwocese of Cologne a very famous and vast castle &
the Nimmaum rises above the Rlune. Once when many §
were gathered there, and, some say, m the presence of the
a silver swan came pulling a hele boat by a chain around 18
and put nto the shore. Everyone was astonished by so stn

thing, and rose up at the aght A young unknown ;
out, and the swan drew the boat away by the chain, just as itk

brought 1t

The soldier was found to be a good fighter, a thoughtful

selor, and an effectve businessman; he was obedient to lus come

der, fierce aganst his enermes, liked by his companions, and hagy

among hus friends. He married a noble wife, was enriched by h
dowry and secured by her kindred. At length children were bee

and after a long time spent residing in that same castle he

distant ghmpse of his swan ghding toward him with the
and the chain. Without delay he got up and ran to the boat, got!

and was never seen again.

Many of his descendants went on 1o become nobles, and ew
today hus large fanuly remains and continues to grow. Our own oy
cese of Langres even now 15 said to have noblemen and lords of th
mulitary camp who are hke a brood of vipers,t descendants

serpent’s stock. The father of thewr great-great-great-grands:

the remote places of the forest, met [the serpent] in the guise
L

beaunful, well-dressed woman, He fell in love with her at first
seized her and took her with hum, content with that dowry.

betrothed by the church’s mumsters, since no one could ﬂl:ljn:t_j_
they were related by blood or marmage. He had children by he
and for many days and years his great love made him forget that}

did not know of his wafe’s parents or homeland.

The woman loved bathing, and frequented the bath. She nes

allowed herself to be seen naked even by servant girks, but,

everything was ready, she would send them away 1n order to 4

alone n the room with the door bolted from nside. At
happened that one of her servant girls, looking cunously th
hole in the wall, saw not a2 woman bur a serpent twisting u
through the water. When the servant girl had seen her in l.u.cht

or an even more remote ancestor, when he had penetrated i

i
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By times, in her great astomshment she revealed the mystery of

to her lord.
# husband grew afraid when he heard the word serpent,
ensily persuaded to believe that something was wrong,
IH not know his wife'’s ongins. He waited for the night
and when he saw with his own eyes what he had heard
ears, he was astounded. Knowing the old ennuty between

man and serpent, he was aghast that a new covenant had been

d. He could not hide what he saw, but loudly burst n 1o
that room. But she disappeared, never to appear to lum
e did not remain, for she had been discovered 1n the form
no one complain or charge that [ tell these tales for curiosity's
to offer examples worth following. The careful and faithful

ee should notice where our prayer 1s heading, and what our
mtion demands. [ adnut that [ want to render lust hateful-—for

ch uncleanncss the angels of Satan rejoice—and this to the end

bthe Christian may flee the lasciviousness so dear to demons,

st the alhance wich idolatry.
aps the Jezabel of whom we were speaking did not persuade
s of God to idolatry but to the eaung of food sacrificed
She cleverly led them into imquity unaware, getang them
d to eaung sacrificed foods, so that as they became more

e h Iﬁc idols, they could not profitably share the Lord’s cup

er with the cup of demons.t

‘N her time fo repent, but she s wor willing 1o repent of her
tion. T Here we are given to understand that among the benefits -
ivme loving-kindness we are to reckon a time of waiting,
y for repenting, and a postponement of chastsement. This
l!u'.u most starkly when it 15 taken away. A man breathing
it loudly begs for a delay, just unnl morning; he receives it,

B it to be nothing, and then goes on day and might as

fore, until the end suddenly comes. If we recall that each of our

d be our last, if we are apprehensive that each may be

st day, we come to realize how great s the gift of the Judge

and the capacity he gives us to do penance before he

fives. We also realize that we must take this opportumty seriously,
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neither neglecting it nor treaung 1t as of Lrtle account. Ona murming’.! The bed of pan suggests grear afflicuon; mourning
15 taken from us, no eagerness, or prayer, or argument, can be 2 Fllzf of heart.
it back. R these whe commt adultery with her will be in very great
How dear would that brief hour be to a wretched pe l*nr they repent of their deeds. And I shall put her children
whose existence 1s worthless and whom a long delay d ¥ Some of the impenitent learn nothing from pumishment, me22 =
benefit. They claim that they wall do senious penance, but theci _-'_J pthers, who are more aware, it works together for calvation ! s s
though constant, 1 mneffective. No delay, no rebuke or con M the churches will know that | am the one who searches loms
can bring them to perform the penance which 1s in real Bewrts, the one from whom no bodily pleasure or thought
e brief, and salutary. Groamng in anguish of spirit,t they w ams budden.
day say of the elect: “These are people we once held in @ ;' find [ shall give 10 each of you as your works deserve.t By these works .22
W 5 fools that we were! We thought their hives were nn:h:’ ﬁ:u' punshment he 1 making known to others that “No
second gift is rebuke, the third 15 correction, and we will & -hﬂt long | seem not to novce, | will leave no good deed
up now. ; d mor any evil deed unpu:miud
Buut she 1s ot willing to repent of her fornication. And behold, Iwill “ H Ilt rest of you at Thyating | say.t Those whom the nefar- m. 2
22122 her on @ bed,t and so on. The merciful Lord 1s patient with sn an led astray into comnutting adultery and eating food
reproves the negligent, and punishes the unrepentant. He preten d to idols with her, although they seemed to be at Thyaura,
punish the faults of sinners to lead them to repentance. He repe :Eug.r were desutute of wrue enlightenment, nor did they
those who leave their offenses and his patience unnoticed i o pselves a living sacnifice’ to the Lord. R 121
to bring them to consider both things. As a last resort he 'F whe do not iold this teachmg,! the teaching of that impure . 224
physical pan on them to make them realize their state. We e ous woman, a teaching filled wath seducton and com-
the second book of Maccabees: ‘In the case of other natons foreign to the truth. Who have wot knoun, that 1s, favored,
Lord waits patiently, that when the day of judgment comes he: call the 'deep things of Satan’. Thus does not mean that there
punish them in the fullness of their sins. Not so with us, thats dnr.'p things but that some claum there are, thar, as they tlk
our sins reachung their height he may take vengeance on us Ives or reflect on their doctrine alone, they magnity
so he never withdraws his mercy from us; and although he chast them.
t2meia-tn s people, he does not forsake them'.t not lay any other burden upon yor. Only hold fast to what you
These gifts are neither good nor evil, not less dan LT come T 1f we take all these things as spoken by the Son e 223
the condemned than they are salutary to the elect. From the s perhaps he 15 promising to come at their final call, because
gifts some are led to repentance and others to store up wrath will be present to his own when he calls them our of this
w26 m  themselves.t Thus we should be zealous for the greater gifis® anto his presence and the beanfic vision, Nor s he placing
;' omess should eagerly long for and pursue those gifis that bring 2 m gther burden on them, as when he called Peter to bear a cross
sure hope of salvaton. We should ako notice in how mamy il to imitate his own passion. When Peter inquired about this in
w11 vanous ways! people are chasused here below, in themsel grence to John and asked, "What about hum?* Jesus rephied, *So 1t
what belongs to them i equal measure. So the Lord says about! wish that he remain unul | come’.t n 21.23-22
a2 formicaung woman, [ will cast her on a bed,? ab:dntpunn
unchaste couches, that an hour’s evil may make her forgethe
wantonness. Or, as another translation has 1, °1 wall cast

in place of lvmm. Primaww, Commnstansnm iuper Apsialiism beah
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But the rest of you at Thyatim! can also be taken as spoken
John himselt. In order that they may separate themselves from)
wrong doctrines of the fathless, he i1s warning them to be conté
with what he previously taught until he should return. In the S
he foresaw that the gospel he would write would contain nong And since what the Son of God says to this Angel his Spinit says
their teachings. urches in the other letters, he adds, Ler anpone o has cars

And 1o the one whe conguers,! and <0 on. Whale in visions o ot the Spirit says 1o the churches.! He 1s speaking not only of
sort there may be a vanety of speakers, these words can only mandments but also of counsels. That person has two ears
attributed to the Son. Only one who conquers s cro g in mund and spint, ‘My heart 15 ready, O God, my heart
no on¢ will obtamn the trumph of victory unles he co —teady not only to obey your precepts but to follow your 577w
according to the rules? Yer it seems that something f msels as well. And may the eternal Father grant us both through
pronused one who keeps hus works untii the end, one not only work ; bﬂ!‘f‘““ Son, in their common Spirit, with whom he lives
out hus own salvation but zealous for perfection, who imitaees il s without end. Amen
Saviour as well as he can. Salvanon, wictory, and hfe lic 1%
divine commandments; perfection lies in the counsels and examgl
Those following them, and keeping them wnril the end, are pro
not only victory, which s for all the elect, but judiciary anks
authority as well The Lord promised his followers, that
keeping lus works, "You alio will sit on twelve thrones, judg

I will grve T authority over the mations, and he will nide them
an fron rod, that s, with imflexible justice, and they will be b

a potter’s par.t The potter has power to make from the s:lme' :
one vessel for noble and one for ignoble use.? Those whn
be broken will be broken irreparably. In the present age he setshy
over lus church, that with his imviolable power—like a st
made of ron, which is stronger than any other metal—he may
over the elect and break the condemned. Some people indes
neither victors nor keepers of divine works, vet he tolerates 8
even though he does not move them forward. OF such peo 't
prophet said, “They have reigned but not through me; they
princes, but | have not called them'.?

What follows, even as | have recerved from my Father, shows that
proclaims the Father’s glory m everything, and equals him in honk

And I unll grve bam the morning star He 1s speaking of hims
the first-fruats? of those who have risen. This momimg star can abe
taken as faith, and as chastity. Fauth ts the comviction of dungs uns
and the substance of things hoped for ¥ Chasuty belongs rather!

pture than to the present life, and anticipates the day of the Lord
ness to the children of the resurrection; chastity stands in
n to the idolatry and fornicanion that the false prophet and



